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a firm basis. When on his way from the town of Pawa
to that of Kootheinaron, to be present at the funeral of
Buddha, he had met with a Rahan, who had given him
particulars respecting the last moments and death of Gau-
darna, and at the same time had dared to express feelings
of satisfaction on that mournful occasion in the following '
manner: " Now that our master has gone to Neibbaii, he
will be no longer amongst us, to tell us, 'Yon must do
this, you have to shun that; such a regulation ought to
be observed; such a duty is to be performed.' We shall
hear no longer the reproaches he was wont to address to
us. At present we are at liberty to do what we like, and
to follow our own inclinations." Such, unbecoming, nay,
impious language, stung to the quick the ardent soul of
the venerable Kathaba. From that moment he was daily
engaged in revolving in his mind, and examining within
himself, what would be the best course to be entered upon,
in order to keep intact the doctrines he had heard from
the mouth of Buddha himself, and establish upon a firm
basis the religious institutions he so much valued. " As
soon," said he within himself, " as the funeral of the most
excellent Phra shall have been performed with a becoming
solemnity, I shall congregate together the most zealous
and learned members of the assembly, and, with their
united efforts and energy, I will oppose the spreading of
false doctrines, which obscure the true ones. I will put
down the newly-invented erroneous disciplinary regula-
tions, by setting in a strong light the genuine ones. To
prevent, in future, the re-occurrence of similar evils so
detrimental to religion, all the preachings of Buddha as
well as the disciplinary rules shall be arranged under
several heads, and committed to writing. The books con-
taining the above shall be held up as sacred.'J1
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